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...the solution to many of today's medical problems 
 
will not be found in the research laboratories of our 
 
hospitals, but in our parliaments. For the prospective 
 
patient, the answer may not be cure by incision at the 
 
operating table, but prevention by decision at the 
 
Cabinet table. 


 
Sir George Young, 
 
UK Parliamentary Undersecretary of Health, 
 
World Conference on Smoking and Health, Stockholm 1979

ASH Australia
Action on Smoking and Health Australia is a national health organisation committed to reducing deaths, disease and disabilities caused by tobacco products and the misleading and deceptive conduct of the tobacco industry. Founded in 1994, ASH is funded by the Cancer Council and the Heart Foundation. 

The ASH Board is chaired by Associate Professor Matthew Peters, a Thoracic Physician at Concord Hospital, and includes experts from the Cancer Council NSW, Heart Foundation, Sydney University and the Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Anne Jones, Chief Executive Officer since 1994, is a policy adviser on tobacco control in Australia, and in the Asia-Pacific region for the International Union on Tuberculosis and Lung Disease on behalf of the Bloomberg Initiative to reduce the tobacco epidemic worldwide.  

ASH is a member of several national coalitions aiming to reduce tobacco diseases, including the Protecting Children from Tobacco coalition of 40 organisations and the SmokeFree Australia workplace coalition of 11 organisations.

Introduction

ASH Australia welcomes the opportunity to comment to your Committee on the Inquiry into the Tobacco Control Amendment Bill 2008. We congratulate the Western Australian Government for establishing the Inquiry and we commend the measures proposed in the Bill, which we believe will contribute much towards protecting people, and especially children, from secondhand smoke and tobacco promotion.  

Tobacco has a catastrophic but preventable impact on the health of Australians. Reversing this epidemic must become a top priority for government leaders if we are to achieve a nation of healthier people. 

While Australia is often regarded as a world leader in tobacco control, current weekly smoking prevalence of just under 20% is simply unaffordable - given our ageing population, rising health care costs and the economic crisis facing us all. Although governments have known since the 1950s that tobacco diseases can be prevented, tobacco smoking is still the single largest preventable cause of death and disease in Australia and a major cause of devastating and costly health inequalities. Much more can and must be done to ensure that future generations can live productive lives free from the burden of tobacco. 

Research has clearly established what works in tobacco control and that we can achieve a largely tobacco-free future through evidence-based policies - as opposed to softer options and counter-strategies preferred by tobacco interest groups. 

Strong government action on tobacco control will be opposed by the tobacco industry but welcomed by the majority of the population. Surveys confirm that strong measures to protect children from tobacco are very popular. 

While the tobacco industry has claimed repeatedly that they “don’t want children to smoke”, the industry has a long history of promoting its products in ways known to be appealing to young people including children. Repeated opinion surveys have shown that the community recognises the harm from tobacco and supports protecting vulnerable or captive groups from it – including children and employees. 

Western Australia’s Indigenous communities, and people of lower socio-economic status, will benefit greatly from the above Bill, as these communities are disproportionately affected by tobacco health harm and costs.

There is an international trend for governments to protect their populations by implementing 100% smokefree public environments, and by reducing avenues for promotion of tobacco; such legislation would also be consistent with Australia’s commitment to the worldwide Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.  
Our enclosed information kit, Protecting Children from Tobacco, supports the proposed measures and has been endorsed by 40 child welfare, health and medical, parenting and educational organisations, church agencies and social equity organizations.
The Tobacco Control Amendment Bill 2008
To address the individual provisions of the Bill:

Display of tobacco products   

The proposed Section 22 to remove tobacco products from public view in retail outlets by law is strongly supported by all 40 organisations in our coalition including child protection and welfare, health and medical, church and parenting groups. This legislative measure is strongly supported by the weight of independent evidence
 showing that retail display advertising normalises tobacco to children, encouraging them to smoke; and that it also undermines quit smoking attempts. Similar legislation has been passed by two Australian jurisdictions (Tasmania and NSW) with three more governments (ACT, NT and Victoria) proposing legislation in 2009. The implementation of this measure overseas has caused no significant harm to businesses. 

Smoking in cars carrying young people   

The proposed Section 106A to make cars carrying young people smokefree by law is strongly supported by research evidence
 that smoking in cars exposes young people to unsafe levels of secondhand smoke. Smoking in cars also heightens risk of accidents and fires. Three Australian jusrisdictions (SA, Tasmania and NSW) have passed such legislation, with two more (Queensland and Victoria) also proposing to legislate in 2009. SA experience has shown opportunistic enforcement is feasible, just as with seatbelts or using mobile phones when driving. 

Use of tobacco products in outdoor eating or drinking areas an offence

The proposed Section 106B to make eating and drinking areas of whatever enclosure smokefree by law is strongly supported by research evidence
 that reduction or removal of enclosure alone does not adequately protect employees or patrons – especially children and sufferers of heart or respiratory conditions – from the known harmful effects of even low-level continued or repeated exposure to secondhand smoke. We urge you to consider this an urgent issue and to support this legislation in the interests of public health, of Occupational Health and Safety rights and responsibilities, and of reducing disability discrimination. The Queensland experience has shown that separating smoking from eating, drinking and all working areas will improve health and will be well accepted by business. 

Use of tobacco products in outdoor playing areas and safe swimming areas an offence

The proposed Sections 106C and 106D are consistent with our and the community’s strong view that children should be protected from secondhand smoke. These measure would also help to protect people working in these areas, including council and facility staff, as well as people suffering from heart, respiratory or other disabilities, from secondhand smoke exposure. Queensland has enacted these measures, and at least 50 local councils
 have adopted them.  
� See enclosed factsheet - also at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashaust.org.au/lv4/POSdisplay.doc" ��www.ashaust.org.au/lv4/POSdisplay.doc�


� See enclosed factsheet – also at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashaust.org.au/lv4/CarsKids.doc" ��www.ashaust.org.au/lv4/CarsKids.doc� 


� See evidence at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashaust.org.au/SF%2703/partly.htm" ��www.ashaust.org.au/SF%2703/partly.htm� 


� See details at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashaust.org.au/lv3/Lv3informationLG.htm#WHAT%27SBEEN%20DONE" ��www.ashaust.org.au/lv3/Lv3informationLG.htm#WHAT%27SBEEN%20DONE� 





