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Tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death in Australia, killing more than 15,000 Australians each year and costing the nation $31b in health care, lost productivity and other direct and indirect costs.




Smoking is often described as a paediatric disease - as nine out of ten smokers start when they are children, many as young as 12 years of age. 

The younger someone starts to smoke, the more likely they will develop severe levels of addiction to nicotine. Children often move quickly from experimental to regular smoking – and addiction. 



Tobacco products are widely and prominently displayed in 35,000 shops -  even though their use causes heart disease, stroke, emphysema, asthma, blindness and cancer of the lung, lip, tongue, mouth, throat, nose, nasal sinus, larynx, oesophagus, pancreas, stomach, kidney, bladder, ureter, cervix, and bone marrow.



Exposure to tobacco displays in shops “normalises” smoking in the eyes of children, predisposing them to smoke more.




Around a third of children surveyed say they saw tobacco advertising (i.e. product display) in shops.   ASSAD survey NSW 2005



More than 140,000 Australian schoolchildren (9%) smoked in the last week - increasing with age, from 2% of 12-year-olds to 18% of 17-year-olds. 


2005 secondary schools survey at 

www.nationaldrugstrategy.gov.au/internet/drugstrategy/publishing.nsf/Content/mono59 

More: see over

Of the new young smokers, experts predict that half will go on to become long term users and half of those will be killed by their tobacco addiction.



Preventing children from becoming regular users is a key goal of government strategies to reduce tobacco diseases.  



Children have easy access to cigarettes: 23% of schoolchildren aged 12-17 (and 29% of 16-17 year olds) purchase their own products in shops – despite it being illegal to sell or supply children.   More: see over

See The Cancer Council Australia position statement supported by leading health groups at  www.ashaust.org.au/lv4/POSposTCCA.doc 

Too many schoolchildren smoke - and too many buy it from shops
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Reference: 

2005 secondary schools survey at www.nationaldrugstrategy.gov.au/internet/drugstrategy/publishing.nsf/Content/mono59
Note: young people who have left school were not included in the national survey.

The problem








