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Many children working in shops are expected to sell addictive, tobacco products as part of their job. As there is currently no restriction on the age of tobacco sellers, many children have no choice but to handle and sell drugs that cause 19,000 deaths a year. 

Opponents of restricting tobacco sales to adult staff claim that some shops that are family-run or in rural areas may find it difficult if they cannot use children to sell tobacco products. However, children are rarely left unaccompanied or unsupervised by an adult. The adult, not the child, should have the responsibility for conducting the sale, just as they would with alcohol or pharmaceutical products. 

Arguments for restricting tobacco selling to adult staff 

· Australia has ratified an international treaty on public health – the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
 – that includes article 16 (7) prohibiting the sale of tobacco products by anyone under the age of 18 years.

· As children do not have sufficient maturity and are susceptible to peer pressure, research confirms that the age of the seller is associated with increased sales of tobacco products to children. 

· Children cannot sell other drugs, such as alcohol, and even adults who sell alcohol are required by law to complete accredited training courses in responsible selling.  

· Stopping children from selling tobacco products is more consistent with laws that prohibit children from being supplied these products.

· Some other jurisdictions, including Norway and Singapore, have more socially responsible policies in place that prohibit tobacco sales by anyone under the age of 18 years. 

Why children should not sell tobacco products
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